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shoulders to his own band. They make their shields
of hewn wood, principally cedar, with slightly-curv-
ing edges, light, very long and very large, so that
they cover the entire body. Next, in order that
they may not be penetrated and split by spears or
tomahawks, they overlace them on the inner side
with thongs made from the skins of animals, which
hold together and connect the whole mass of the
shield. They do not carry the shield suspended from
the arm, but cast by a cord over the right shoulder,
so that it protects the left side of the body; when
they have cast their spears or fired their guns they
slightly retire the right side and turn toward the en-
emy the left side, which is protected by the shield.

In battle they strive especially to capture their
enemies alive. Those who have been captured and
led off to their villages are first stripped of their
clothing; then they savagely tear off their nails one
by one with their teeth; then they bind them to
stakes and beat them as long as they please. Next
they release them from their bonds, and compel them
to pass back and forth between a double row of men
armed with thorns, clubs and instruments of iron.
Finally, they kindle a fire about them, and roast the
miserable creatures with slow heat. Sometimes
they pierce the flesh of the muscles with red-hot
plates and with spits, or cut it off and devour it, half-
burned and dripping with gore and blood. Next,
they plant blazing torches all over the body, and
especially in the gaping wounds; then, after scalp-
ing him they scatter ashes and live coals upon his
naked head; then they tear the tendons of the arms
and legs, lacerate them, or, after removing a little of
the skin, leisurely cut them with a knife at the ankle
and wrist. Often they compel the unhappy prisoner



